1770, LAWS of the STATE of

¢ ;’Vﬁ.l’- purchafing up grain and flour at the moft exorbi.tant prices, render i
impracticable to obtain timely and fufficient fupplies for the Operationg
of the army and navy, unlefs the moft vigorous meafures are withaut
delay adopted : ‘

fny juftice X VI e it thevefore enafted, That it fhall and may be lawfyl for
grain, &c. en- a0y one juflice of the peace in any county of this ftate, and he is here-
ﬁ;’g&d’&‘f‘ “¢ by authorifed ana required, on information being made on cath, of any
’ extraordinary quantity of grain or flour being purchafed by, or in the
pofleflion of, any individual inhabiting, refiding, or being, within thig

{tate, who may have engrefled the fame, to ifiue his wairant, em-
powering the informer or informers to feize the tame for the ufe of the

United States; and fuch juftice of the peace fhall forthwith call to his

affiftance two other juitices of the peace of the fame county, who- (if

the feizure fhall be approved of by them, or 4 majority of them) fhall

retain the flour or grain {o {eized for the ule of the faid ftates, and thall,
as foon as may be, tran{mit a certificate from under their hands of the

quantity of grain or flour fo {cized, to the governor and council, who

fhall caufe the fubftance of fuch certificate to be entered on their ro-
ceedings; and the {aid juftices, or any two of them, fhall have full

power and authority to call on the fheriff of the county, or his deputy,

to aid and aflift them in carrying thiz aét into effeet, which faid thenff,

or deputy, fhall and 1is hereby required to aid and affift fuch juftices
accordingly. | '
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Juftices to XVII. 8nd be it enafted, That the faid juftices, or any two of
cane ﬁ‘&?ﬁ‘, to them, fhall, and thcy are hereby required, as foon as may be after de-
E;heedecl(l):lfr':;}f;o termining the grain or flour aforefaid to be liable to feizure, to caufe
ry-gencral,  the fame ta be delivered to the commiflury-generul, quarter-mafter-ge-
ec. neral, or either of their deputies, he or they paying the current price
to the owner or perfon entitled to reccive the fame ; and if there fhall
be any diverfity ot opinion refpecting the current price between the
owner or perfon entitled to receive the fame, and the commiffary-ge-
neral, quarter-mafter-general, or either of their deputies, the juftices
of peace aforefaid, or any two of them, are hereby authorifed and re-
quired to fix and afcertain what the current price thall be deemed to
be. And the faid juftices, or any two of them, fhall, and they are
hereby required, ‘immediately on determining the grain or flour fo
feized to have been engroffed, to bind over the faid engrofler or cn-
groflers, 1f prefent, by bond or recognizance with good fecurity, to be
approved of by fuch juftices, to appear at the next general court to be
held for the fhore where the faid grain or flour fhall be fo engrofled,
there to anfwer for the offence aforefaid, or in default of finding fuch
fecurity, fhall commit the faid offender or offenders to gaol, there to
rem 1n until delivered by due courfe of law. And if fuch engrofler or
engroffers be abfent, or fhall refide in any other county within this
ftate, the faid juftices, or any two of them, fhall iffue their warrant,
directed to the theriff of the county where the party or parties refide of
may be found, to apprehend him or them, and when apprehended,
fuch fheriff fhall carry the party or parties before fome juftice of the
cecunty where apprehended, who fhall bind him or them over as above

direéted.
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